
CAS committed to Society’s Children 

In the late 1800s, J.J. Kelso, a reporter with the Globe and the World, crusaded to establish the 

first child welfare agency in North America, the Children’s Aid Society of Toronto. Since then, 

every community in Ontario has established similar organizations, mandated by the provincial 

government to protect children from abuse and neglect. 

 

Most recently, three seasoned reporters with the Star pulled together a poignant and extensive 

series on the current state of child welfare. While some of the issues and practices highlighted 

may not be present in a number of CASs, the reporters must be applauded for trying to do what 

Mr. Kelso did some 130 years earlier — bring attention to the needs of vulnerable children, 

youth, families and communities. 

The child welfare sector in Ontario is going through an unprecedented level of change. In 2009, 

the Commission to Promote Sustainable Child Welfare was appointed by the Ontario Ministry of 

Children and Youth Services with a three-year mandate to promote the overall improvement of 

child welfare services. At the present time, CASs are diligently working with government 

officials, collateral organizations and community groups to implement the recommendations 

from the commission. 

 

Overall, the quality of child protection services practiced by Ontario’s 46 CASs are superior to 

most in North America. The CAS of Toronto has undertaken several initiatives aimed 

specifically at helping us connect, understand and better serve clients from diverse communities. 

While we know our system has some areas for growth, we are working to improve. However, to 

do so we require the continued support and ongoing collaboration of our community and 

government partners. 

 

I want to assure readers of this series that all 46 CASs remain strongly committed to continuing 

to ameliorate services for Society’s Children. 

 

 

David Rivard CEO, Children’s Aid Society of Toronto  

 


