
We read with some interest your series in the Toronto Star about the state of child welfare 

services in Ontario. While we are always grateful that the children and families served by the 

Ontario child protection system are the focus of public attention, we found the series to lack 

balance, depth and at times the messaging was irresponsible.  The removal of a child from 

his/her family of origin is unquestionably one of the most serious decisions that the state can 

make. The stories represented in the article are powerful. However, in contrast to the conclusions 

made by the journalists, Ontario consistently has the lowest rates of removal of any province in 

Canada with the exception of Quebec whose approach to child welfare is markedly different than 

the rest of Canada.  Figures from Statistics Canada’s 2011 Household Survey confirm that on a 

per-capita basis Ontario has the second lowest rate of children in foster care in Canada, with 3.2 

Ontario children in foster care per 1,000 children, compared to an average of 6.6 per 1,000 for 

the rest of Canada. In Ontario, fewer than 8% of children served by the child protection system 

are placed in out of home care, and most return to their families of origin within 12 months.  The 

children who remain in care are indeed at high risk for poor outcomes because they have been 

exposed to violence, trauma, poverty, addictions, caregivers with mental health issues and 

usually a combination of all these factors. These children however are the responsibility of not 

only the child welfare system but of a larger social service structure. Their poor trajectories 

should be of pressing concern to child welfare but also to society as a whole. 
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